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Utah Health Matters E-Newsletter: Special Pre-Session Edition
Today: January 15, 2008

Greetings Health Advocates:

Welcome backtothe P e o p | e 6 5ShiRkeoyousshoes, press your pants, get ready to step
into our sparkly, fully renovated Capitol Rotunda. The session officially begins in 1 week, on
Monday, January 21, though the first day, Martin Luther KingJr.6 s B i r tlalgelya y , [
ceremonial. Depending on how we play it, this could be a breakthrough year for health policy
on Medicaid and the uninsured. Broad health system reform and proposals to improve and
restore Medicaid and CHIP will all be in the center ring.

We have set up a special webpage to keep you up to date on the latest legislative
developments and what you can do to get involved from week to week. It includes a new
Health Action Calendar with important dates and deadlines for policymakers and coalitions.

Also, from now until the end of the session we will send you weekly Health Matters on the Hill
and Health Bill Tracker updates as we work to realize our mission: quality, comprehensive,
affordable health care coverage for all Utahns.

Tools & Tips to Make the Most of the 6 0l&qislative Session
Governord6s Budget Contains Strongé Commi
What Happened to Medicaid Vision and What Are We Going Do About It

New Medicaid and CHIP Quality & Eligibility Simplification Initiatives

USHARE Update

Health Reform Recommendations & Legislation

Multicultural Health Initiatives for the 2008 Legislative Session

Announcement: UWISE Helps People With Disabilities Explore Self-Employment

N~ WNE

1. Tools and Tips to Make the Most of the

Vote Tracker Tool: To track votes and results from your conversations with legislators,
check out our handy 2008 spreadsheet of legislators and contact information. Click
here to download in Excel.

U H P PHeslth Bill Tracker: The team at UHPP will do our best to keep track of the
many health-related bills this Session. Click here for our pre-Session edition of our ever



http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/2008HealthAdvocatesCalendar.htm
http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/UHPP/healthmatters.html
http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/UHPPHealthBillTracker1-15-08.pdf
http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/UtahLegislators1-14-08UpdatePUBLIC.xls
http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/UtahLegislators1-14-08UpdatePUBLIC.xls
http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/UHPPHealthBillTracker1-15-08.pdf

popular Health Bill Tracker. Please note: new bills are coming out every dayd including
some of our own. We will send out an updated Tracker this Friday. This tool will also be
updated weekly.

Overview of Issues for 2008 Legislative Session: No matter what issues you care
about, 1 todés al ways benmdrgbissues thetlegisldtonsavillbew h a t
considering in the Session. The Office of Legislative Research and General has done a
wonderful job summarizing these issues from Interim Committee discussions over the
year in 3-pages: http://le.utah.gov/session/2008/pdfdoc/2008keyissues.pdf

Call Your Legislator Cheat Sheet:
Clickheret o downl oad a & he et 6ortanfphdnémnprhberato use
during the legislative session, including the toll free numbers.

Getting to the Utah State Capitol

If you are downtown, the Bus is a great option to get up to the Hill. Route 500 will take
yourighttot he East mBnidobrldThen@aitsl is in the Downtown Free Zone
(1) and buses run every 15 minutes. You can find a schedule (with pickup locations)
here.

Driving from outside of Salt Lake: simply take I-15 (either north or south) to the 600
South exit and head east on 600 South. Turn left on State Street and head up the hill to
the State Capitol. See map and follow route highlighted in purple. Be sure to allow
plenty of time to drive from the freeway through the city. Because Salt Lake City is
experiencing unprecedented construction activity, you may experience traffic delays in
your travels.
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Where to park?

Parking at the Capitol should be somewhat improved this session. There are two
parking lots available to the public. The largest is on the NE Corner of the Capitol
Complex. The second lot is right next to East Building (Now also know as the Senate
Building). In addition, the 450 construction workers that have been at the Capitol the
past few sessions are largely gone. Thus there should much more street parking
available to the public this year. If you must drive, your best bet is to carpool and arrive



http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/UHPPHealthBillTracker1-15-08.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/session/2008/pdfdoc/2008keyissues.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/session/2008/pdfdoc/2008keyissues.pdf
http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/Cellphone2008.pdf
http://www.healthpolicyproject.org/Publications_files/legislative/Cellphone2008.pdf
http://www.rideuta.com/ridingUTA/viewSchedule.aspx?abbreviation=500&dir=0&service=4&signup=72&pdaView=False
http://www.rideuta.com/ridingUTA/viewSchedule.aspx?abbreviation=500&dir=0&service=4&signup=72&pdaView=False

early.
Gover nor 6 LorBaind §twnhg Commitment to Medicaid & CHIP

Released last month, Governor Huntsmané budget reflects a strong commitment to
health & human service needs and to bold health system reforms. It provides funding
for dental services, increases Medicaid provider rates,andf ul 'y funds U
program with ongoingmoney. It al so has a pfa3yOmemtld i ocom
system reforms. We learned that most of this is intended for a planned expansion of

the Utah Premium Partnership program.

1 Medicaid Provider Rates: $18 million
Medi caid enrolleesd6 difficulty findingd
probably related to inadequate Medicaid provider rates. To address this growing
problem, Governor Huntsman recommends that provider rates be increased
substantially. While not eliminating all the access problems that Medicaid
recipients face (Utah still needs more Doctors, Nurses, and other Primary Care
Providers!), this increase will help many more Utahns receive cost-effective primary
care.

1 Eull Funding for CHIP
CHIP( Chil drenbs Heal t HsohemfsGaoveraan lduatsnam'sdop r a
priorities and a critical piece of his commitment to cover the uninsured. Last year
the legislature increased CHIP funding by only $2 million in ongoing money. The
rest of the program was funded by dipping into the Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund
surplus. This was a one-time option. The Governor rightly asks that CHIP be
funded with ongoing money this year.

1 Adult Medicaid Dental
Once again the Governor has asked that Adult Medicaid Dental services be
restored. His budget asks for $2.85 million in ongoing money to restore this
important benefit.

Now you may be wondering, what differen
From our experience, quite a bit. Gov. H stands solidly behind his budget requests
through the last hours of the Session. He and his team work closely with community
advocates to get the job done. However, whatdés been cl ea
he needs all of us as much as we need him.

Vision: What Happened and Whatoés the S

Gov. H did not include Medicaid vision services in his budget recommendationd but
why? He and his staff are working actively behind the scenes to clean up the confusion
from | a misguiged attendpsto restore vision services. Last year the legislature
allocated $175,000 and approved a plan to restore vision thru a public/private
partnership with Standard Optical that would have required a $10 copay for
eyeglasses.

There are several reasons why the plan failed and why the Legislature and Department
of Health have not reached a solution to the problem yet:







