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The Utah Health Policy Project (UHPP) announced today that Matt Slonaker is the organization’s new 

Executive Director, effective August 26, 2013. 

 

After an extensive search, UHPP’s Board of Trustees found a perfect match in Matt’s skills, 

experience, and vision to face the challenges of running an active heath care policy and advocacy 

organization. The Board is confident that Matt is the right leader for UHPP going forward.  

 

Slonaker said, “I very excited to take on this new role, and I’m ready to roll up my sleeves and get to 

work. We have monumental challenges ahead of us, but given Utah’s collaborative spirit and 

commitment to finding workable solutions, we will succeed in creating a better health-care system for 

Utah families.” 

 

Most recently, Matt worked as UHPP’s Director of Medicaid Policy and Collaboration, where he built a 

broad coalition to improve health coverage and options for Utah’s low-income wage earners and their 

families. By creating partnerships that stretched from community boardrooms to the Utah statehouse, 

and recognizing the importance of the consumer voice, Matt’s operating style fits well within the DNA 

of UHPP’s mission. 

 

“We are excited to bring Matt’s energy, policy expertise, and relationship skills to the director role,” 

says Jennifer Pathak, Chair of UHPP’s Board of Trustees. “We know he will provide the leadership to 

address the critical issues created by launching the Affordable Care Act and other important health 

needs facing Utahns.” 

 

Prior to his work in Utah, Matt gained national and state level health policy experience by working on 

health care reform for U.S. Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus (MT), and on state 

Medicaid reform at Care for the Homeless, a New York City-based health care organization.    

 

“As my primary goal, I look to build strong community partnerships to strengthen UHPP’s role as a 

state leader in health policy research and advocacy,” Matt says. “There is a lot to do and I can't wait to 

get started.” 
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The Utah Health Policy Project (UHPP) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to building 

lasting solutions to the challenges of the uninsured and rising health care costs. 
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