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When the Supreme Court upheld the Affordable 

Care Act in June 2012, it made the Medicaid 

expansion optional to the states.  For many states 

the choice has been difficult.  Nonetheless, based 

on evidence of the costs and benefits of the 

expansion, a growing number of Republican-led 

states have joined the 24 states opting for the 

expansion. As Utah awaits the release of the 

Public Consulting Group (PCG) report on the 

Medicaid expansion, state leaders should 

consider the findings from other states’ 

Medicaid expansion studies. 
  

 

 

“While the federal government is committed to paying 100 percent of the cost, I cannot 

in good conscience deny Floridians that needed access to health care.” 

-Gov. Rick Scott (FL) 

>Florida will participate in the expansion for 3 years before reevaluating the decision  

>800,000 to 1,295,000 reduction in uninsured  

>$100 million reduction in annual state costs
i
 

  

“Agreeing to expand our Medicaid program… …[will] inject $2 billion into our  

economy—save and create thousands of jobs.”  

-Gov. Jan Brewer (AZ) 

 

>$8 billion additional federal dollars for 2014-17 

>0.9% increase in economic growth  

>21,003 new jobs  

>434,855 newly enrolled by 2017ii 

>Proposal includes a circuit-breaker that automatically reduces enrollment if federal 

reimbursement rates decrease  

 

“Ohio will reverse this decision if the federal government does not provide the funds it 

has pledged to the expansion” 

-Gov. John Kasich (OH) 

 

>$17,520 million increased earnings on the Ohio economy total FY 2014-2022 

>$1,823 million increase state sales tax and insurance tax revenue 

>$857 million increase in general state revenue total FY 2014-2022 

>$1,431 million in net state fiscal gains of expansion total FY 2014-2022 

>$273 million savings on inpatient care to prisoners total FY 2014-2022iii 
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“We’re not going to let politics get in the way of doing the best thing for our state.” 

-Gov. Jay Nixon (MO) 

 

>24,008 new jobs in 2014 

>$856 million in additional state and local taxes from 2014 to 2020 

>46.4% reduction in uninsured 

>$9.6 billion added to the gross state product 

>160,000 newly enrolled in Medicaidiv 

 

“Expansion will save $280 million over 10 years without affecting the state's general 

fund.” 

-Gov. John Hickenlooper (CO) 

 

>$4.4 billion in additional state economic activity 

>Average household earnings will be $608 higher with full expansion 

>22,388 more jobs if the state fully expands Medicaid  

>$133.8 million less of state general fund going toward Medicaid costs  

>275,000 newly enrolled in Medicaid by FY 2025-26  

>22,000 currently eligible but not enrolled children and parentsv 

 

“If we fail to act, Montana taxpayers dollars will be used to provide healthcare to the 

citizens of states thousands of miles away” 

-Gov. Steve Bullock (MT) 

 

>56,000 reduction in uninsured by 2014 

>$104 million reduction in uncompensated care  

>11,500 average jobs created annually from FY2014-2021  

>Increase of about 129,000 more visits to primary care providers  

>$11 million per year reduction of burden to taxpayers for uncompensated carevi   

 

 

Understanding the Impact 

The leaders of these six states understand that the benefits of the Medicaid expansion—from 

economic impact and job growth, to coverage for otherwise uninsured individuals and reduced 

utilization of uncompensated care—far outweigh the extra costs. 
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