Preexisting Conditions to Be Covered Under
Affordable Care Act

Link: http://www.kutv.com/news/top-stories/stories/vid_9159.shtml
(KUTV) A Utah County man with a rare disease goes head to head with Affordable Care Act and
wins even though he was dropped by the federal health insurance plan.
"If I don't get the infusions I could die," said 36-year-old Brick Williams from Cedar Hills.
Williams was born with a very rare genetic disease where his immune system doesn't have the
ability to fight off sickness. "I felt like I spent my whole childhood in the doctor's office" said
Williams.
Williams was 19-years-old when doctors finally diagnosed the problem. To stay alive Williams
has to pump himself with medication once a week, it's about a three hour process. "You put
three needles into your body and you tape the needles down and you put the medicine into a
pump and pump it in," said Williams.
He was told last year that his Insurance was going to drop him January 1, 2014 because of the
Affordable Care Act. So his wife started the long and very difficult process of trying to get
signed up with the federal health insurance, but couldn't get through the system. "Probably one
of the most frustrating things ever attempted on a computer," said Lisa William's, Brick's wife.
The two couldn't understand why they were not accepted when the Affordable Care Act was

pitched as being available for pre-existing medical conditions. "It was intended to help families
like me that has a condition like this," said Brick.
Without health insurance the family would be stuck paying $3,000-$4,000 a month.
Finally the Williams got approved, but when it came time to ship Brick's medication last week
he was told the ACA dropped him. "We called Obama Care and they said yea the problem has
come from us and we don't know why we don't know why your policy was terminated," said
Brick.
Williams then got both Utah Senator Orin Hatch and Senator Mike Lee involved. Several days
later, the Williams say they were suddenly approved again. "We just both started crying and
hugging each other," said Lisa.
With the Affordable Care Act, the Williams will pay just over a hundred dollars a month.
Before it was costing them more than $500 a month through their insurance and that was with
an assistance program.
Hatch's office sent a statement to 2News saying they work hard to serve Utahns and are very
grateful that this case was resolved.
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Utah residents who have questions about their insurance options on healthcare.gov are best
served by contacting the trained and certified application counselors in our state.
They can find those counselors at Take Care Utah, either at www.takecareutah.org, or by calling
2-1-1.
The application counselors are trained and certified by the state of Utah. And they undergo the
same background check as someone getting a concealed carry permit in Utah. Their services are
free of charge – and supported by e federal grant to Utah.

