Utah could use health care refo- Salt Lake Tribun

AFFORDABLE WEB DESIGN & DEV

- STARTING AT ONLY $4 5

OPMENT

mol - C

Pagel of 2

The Salt Lake Gribune

[TUESDAY, December 1, 2009

(o This Site C Web - powere

TLITTTVINIT |

ed by YAHOO! SEARCH

Home | News | Sports | Features | Entertainment | Business | opinion | close-up | obituaries | cassifieds | More sites | Legals | Help Desk |
More Utah News
Tribtowns.com: Enter your Zip code to find news and events in your area I:l Most Viewed
o _Anvone missi:s a cash (From the last 12 hours)
register and safe? 3 BOOKMARK, o® 0 £7 L. Kragthorpe: Ex-Cougar

@ salt Lake City cops
looking for undies-stealing
intruder

® Four families displaced in
Provo fire

@ Man hit, critically hurt by
SUV in S. Salt Lake

® Roy police nab two in
slayings of woman, son

® Utah could use health
care reform

® Commuter rail: Once a
gamble, TRAX ingrained in
Wasatch Front's future

® Murder was for movie
money, prosecutor tells jury
@ Mentally ill man sent to
prison for killing his elderly
mother at her Kearns home
® Scientist was 'guy to go
to’ on dinos

® Davis County to use eye
scans to track criminals

® Doctors, patients reeling
from AIDS medication
funding shortfall

® Charter school
controversy prompts audit of
state board

® Chaffetz on Afghanistan:
Do it right or leave

® SLC to roll out big bike
changes in spring

® Ethics debate roils at
forum

® salt Lake City weighs
open-space parcels

® Divided board votes to
keep Brems as UCAT head

® Man who killed ex's
brother gets 5-year sentence
® Possible rematch looms in
Salt Lake County Council race
® Man says teens beat him,
stole iPod from car

® Power restored after
outage in Salt Lake City

® Death a shock to Utah's
Mexican community

® Man carjacked in West
Jordan gym parking lot

® Valentine drops out of
race for governor

® BYU prof says 'there's a
logic' to Mitchell's writings
® Paraglider, base jumper
hurt in Grand County

® Shot by his own gun, teen
remains in critical condition
® Two Zion entrances get
solar power systems

® USU center to study Great
Salt Lake microbes

P |}
Housae Panel Seta Hearing
on Whits Hougs Bresch

Prewinis Wia N

glPrint EELM Hﬂm Font Resize
Utah could use health care reform
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As the health care reform debate began Mondayeittls. Senate, a look at the Utah numbers revealed
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dismal picture for a state that prides itself off-sefficiency, prudence and family values.

In a state with just over 2 million residents, 3B are uninsured this year, and the number isigmpiy
about 110 every day.

The average family premium in Utah costs $900 ntloaéit would because the system doesn't cover
everyone. (The figure is $1,100 nationally.)

The Utah economy will lose as much as $2 billiais §fear in productivity due to the uninsured (u$248
billion nationally).

Without reform, the average family premium willeifrom $12,681 to $21,639 by 2019.

Those figures are in a state-by-state report retb#hss year by the Center for American Progres$schv
counted undocumented immigrants in the ranks ofittiesured here.

But back in Washington, D.C., Utah's senators apdesentatives are foursquare against health care
reform; Sen. Orrin Hatch has deemed it a "holy warthat that means you'll have to decide for yelirs and
a "lousy bill" that will cost taxpayers "like matr the rest of our lives.

At least Sen. Bob Bennett, in league with OregomBeratic Sen. Ron Wyden, has an alternative, aith
it's getting much the same cold shoulder as thedaeatic bill now being debated.

Here in Utah, though, there's a hell of a lot adgde living, and dying, without
the basic coverage that could prevent health
disasters and treat them if they occur, says Judi
Hilman, executive director of the Utah Health Pgp
Project.

Of the 364,000 uninsured, there are those
eligible for a public program but aren't enrolledd
the "young immortals," people in their 20s who arg
healthy, going to school or have started familied af
careers. Together, they make up one third of thos
without coverage.

The remaining two-thirds own or work in small
businesses, and people floating on the individual
market, often with pre-existing conditions that the
federal legislation could help enormously.

I've talked with business owners who have
resisted cutting health insurance even as thenesh{
of the costs cuts deeply into what they can pay th
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workers. And I've spoken with the jobless uninsured
people lucky enough to find free clinics -- or jlistp along if they can't.

They see a flicker of hope in the federal legiskatibut wonder if Congress has the will to cuthiteerly
partisan infighting and get something done.

"Every time we survey, or talk to, the owners, bang they ready for change," Hilman says. She doesn
think the proposed public option -- government-smoad health insurance -- will survive. Still, szed, a
recent UHPP survey found that 69 percent of thadleg did want the option, and 6 percent wanteg anl
public option.

Among those surveyed, she said, Republicans outarediDemocrats 3%z to one. It's frustrating, Hilman
said, and ferocious resistance among many in Ceagr@ems to be more about "bringing [Presidenth@bia
his knees than to argue the merits of the spepifiposals.”

To its credit, Utah has several initiatives thatlddhelp those 364,000 -- NetCare, the Utah Health
Exchange, the Children's Health Insurance Progtiaentealth Care Safety Net and more.

But it will take a federal-state effort to get inance to everyone possible. And, as Hilman pointstais
isn't a winner-take-all proposal.

The process that began on Monday probably will dragor months. But it's a start, one that probataly
take years of evolution to get us to where we shbelas an enlightened nation.
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