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McEntee: Don't stint on health care for neediest Utahns
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Utah's Medicaid is caring for 200,000 people omddet that funds
just 160,000 people, and House Speaker Dave Clarksithe system 1
come up with $20 million in savings?

Clark's assessment came after Medicaid adminissratid they'll
asked for $17 million to see it through the 20K 4 year.

The speaker is basing his demand on a legislatiuéa's finding that
Medicaid wasn't tough enough on providers who sttedhifraudulent
claims. He says that if bogus claims could be spladind recouped,
Medicaid could come up with its own $20 million.

Considering that Medicaid's budget comes in at $illion, much of it
funded by federal money, it's appropriate thatltbgislature keeps a close eye on the system. Buttdhat
$20 million looks a bit like punitive spare change.

Let's drop the money part for a moment. Let's abrsthose 200,000 Utahns -- young or old, too poor
afford health insurance, unemployed or disableghe rely on Medicaid for basic health care.

To Lincoln Nehring, Medicaid policy director foreiUtah Health Policy Project, says the Legislagats
policy and that the Utah Department of Health need® responsive to that.

Still, he said, all those people on Medicaid ardanger of getting lost in what seems like nothimye
than a political skirmish.

Those of us with family members and friends whoehalied on Medicaid know that benefits have been
pared substantially

Peg McEntee (Leah Hogsten / The Salt
Lake Tribune)

in a time of high unemployment, ever-higher
insurance premiums, preexisting conditions and
overall deficits in the state budget.

| also know that Medicaid is covering an old
friend whose hard-driving work life ended when

Advertisement

Is the Gold Card right for you?

Hear from established business owners,
then decide for yourself.

or depression that can become so debilitating he
can't eat or get out of bed.

Medicaid has helped countless elderly people
survive. It's helped children get basic health chis

injured through no fault of their own.
To his credit, Senate President Michael

request, saying the Legislature's appropriation
committee should put it on the table in the next
session with all its other obligations.
When the last resort for so many people is impérifleat is the humane thing to do.
pegmcentee@sltrib.com
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disease -- to be fair, caused by substance abuse --
and mental iliness took him down. He's clean now,
and his meds keep him from dying either of illness
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Waddoups took a more benign view of the system's

9/29/200!



McEntee: Don't stint on health care for neediesthds- Salt Lake Tribun Page2 of 2

RECENT COMMENTS: o _

| 9/29/2009 8:58:00 AM -- Screw the poor! The Left is always saying we are Was this article worthwhile?
descended from apes and that Natural Selection rules. Well, if you are poor,... A &N
[MORE] =) "'f
9/29/2009 7:56:00 AM -- They need to make a solid rule that if you burn your 3

brain out on drugs you dont get medical coverage. All it takes now is for... [more) +

5 VOTES
= 9/29/2009 7:05:00 AM -- What Medicare and Medicaid need to do is require j:l';'-ikenc"}" "i"é" I'-OS'
Police: Mlom Locked Tean it" i i i~ai s Following ule

o ae Locked X yearly checkups for EVERYONE on it's rosters. How much is Medicare and Medicaid... morer | Cut bown 47 Ibs of Stomach Fat
READ ALL 4 COMMENTS | POST A COMMENT | REGISTER | TRIBTALK.COM In A Month By Obeying This 1 Old

Rule

WARNING - Acai Side
Effects -

STOP. Before You Try Acai Read
This Special Report

BREAKING: Mom Loses 52
Ibs With 1 Rule!

| Cut Down 52 Ibs of Stomach Fat
In A Month By Obeying This 1 Old
Rule

Related Topic Pages
e Iraq
e Iran
o Afghanistan
Obama Urges Homeowners to Refinance Refinance Now at 4.25% Fixed Obama Asks Moms to Return to School
($200,000 Refinance under $160,000 Mortgage for $633/mo. Free. No Get Your Degree Now.

SeeRefinanceRates.com obligation. www.ClassesUSA.com
MortgageRefinance.LendGo.com

Ads by Yahoo!
Featured Links

Moving Companies Gift Ideas Teka Kitchen Sink Sympathy Gift Baskets
Russian brides Moving Insurance Leads Health Insurance
Personal Injury Attorneys Bathroom Vanity K

1 Carat Diamond Pendants Insurance Quotes Personal Injury Lawyers Cobra Insurance

Salt Lake City Refinance at 4.37% FIXED!
$160 mortgage for $633/mo. Free. No Obligation. Get 4
Quotes! Explore now..

Salt Lake City - Mom Lost 47Ibs Following
1Rule

| Cut Down 47 Ibs of Stomach Fat In A Month By
Obeying This 1 Old Rule Get details

Privacy Policy | MNG Corporate Site Map | Copyright

http://www .sltrib.com/news/ci 134403 9/29/200!



