
 
 
 
 
 

Real Action on Health Care Costs will be at State Level 
 Congress Should Pass the Health Partnership Act  

 

 

Summary                                                   
 

To help the growing number of states tackling the 

problem of the uninsured and rising health care costs, a 

bipartisan group of senators and representatives have 

introduced bold legislation aimed at covering the 

uninsured in financially sustainable ways. The House 

(HR506, the preferred vehicle) and Senate (S325) 

“Health Partnership” bills will provide the states with 

federal funding and flexibility to expand coverage, 

control prices, and improve quality of care in ways that 

are responsive to the unique political climate of each 

individual state.  

 
 

Background & Key Facts 
 
 

The Health Partnership Act could not be more timely 

for Utah.  Given the parameters of our health care crisis, 

Utah is in desperate need of robust, sustainable 

solutions… 

 

 Small businesses dominate Utah‟s economy, and 

small business employees are especially likely to be 

uninsured.  This is partly why the increase in the 

state‟s uninsured rate between 2004 and 2005 was 7 

times greater than that for the rest of the nation; 

 

 Between 2000-04 Utah businesses saw premium 

increases that were 5 times the increase in earnings; 

 

 To compete in a global economic environment; 

Utah's businesses will need a dependably healthy 

workforce at a controllable cost; 

 
The good news is that, given certain advantages related 

to the state‟s demographics and efficiencies in Utah‟s 

health care delivery systems, Utah should have an easier 

time than other states in covering the uninsured.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 
How would the Health Partnership Act work? 
 
Under the Senate‟s version of the HPA, states can apply 

for 5-year State Health Care Expansion and Improvement 

Grants.  Proposals which meet certain minimum 

standards will be selected by a bipartisan State Health 

Innovation Commission.  To compete for grants, states 

commit to specific goals in reducing the number of 

uninsured and implement other improvements to 

improve the quality and cost of care for those currently 

insured.   
 

 

What types of coverage solutions could be supported 
under the Health Partnership Act? 

 

The House and Senate versions of the HPA expect a 

broad range of approaches to covering the uninsured. 

The grants program thus has two complementary 

purposes: 

1. To help states to control costs and cover their 

uninsured in the best, most expedient way 

possible.  

2. To create „laboratories‟ and information 

exchange for all states to learn about what 
solutions work best.  

 
How will Utah benefit from the HPA if the stateõs grant 
proposal is not accepted?  
 

Over time the grants program will produce a “toolkit” 

of reform options, such as tax credit incentives, Health 

Savings Accounts, single-payer systems, public program 

expansions, pay-or-play mechanisms.  Utah could either 

learn from other states‟ experiences or lead out on 

innovative solutions.  
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HR506 and S325 

UTAH  HEALTH  POLICY PROJECT 
Quality  Health Care Coverage for All Utahns 
Office: (801) 433-2299  www.healthpolicyproject.org  

 

For further information contact Lincoln Nehring (801) 638-7695, Lincoln@healthpolicyproject.org 
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