
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Royal M., Age 57 
 

Royal worries daily about being uninsured.  He hopes that he does not get sick or need to go to 
the hospital.  
 
Royal recently thought he was coming down with a minor cough; he tried home remedies, but 
nothing seemed to work and the cough never went away. As the cough got worse, Royal went to 
the free clinic downtown where they realized he had a massive infection around his heart and sent 
him straight to the emergency room of the nearest hospital.  Though he was unable to pay for his 
ER visit, Royal underwent emergency heart surgery.   
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Preventative care is the best remedy… 
 

If Royal had insurance he could have seen a doctor and prevented his heart surgery and further 
complications.  ñWithout insurance, I couldnôt get any preventative care.  This made my heart 
disease worse to the point where I needed expensive heart surgeryéò  
 
 
 
Conflicting income streams prevented eligibility for Medicaid… 
 
Royal received Medicaid for 2 months while waiting to be approved for Social Security Disability. 
However, when he started receiving his checks he was cut off from Medicaid and told he made 
too much money from SSDI.  He simply cannot afford the Medicaid óspend downô (Medicaidôs 
version of a deductible), which means that he is once again uninsured.  
 

 

Without insurance, I couldn’t get any 
preventative care.  This made my 
heart disease worse to the point 
where I needed expensive heart 
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