
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Trying to get health insuranceé 
 

Last year Sean decided it was time to get health insurance.  Approaching his 30th birthday, Sean felt 
healthy enough, still, it seemed like the right time to get insurance.  He met with a broker who helped him 
choose a plan.  The broker told Sean that, because he was young, he should have insurance in a few 
weeks.  Instead, Sean received a letter denying coverage because a year earlier he visited the doctor for a 
swollen lymph node.  Originally the doctor thought the swollen lymph node was caused by strep throat.  But 
denial of insurance moved Sean to ask his doctor to take a closer look.  The diagnosis was cancer: a rare 
form of follicular lymphoma that is probably in an advanced stage.   
 
 

Overwhelming health insurance billsé 
 

In the few months since his diagnosis, Sean has racked up over $25,000 in medical bills and hasnôt even 
started treatment.  This is much more than can he could ever hope to pay on the income he makes as a 
part-time caretaker of people with severe disabilities and artist.  Half joking, Sean says, ñWhen this is over, 
Iôll either be dead or bankrupt.  Surviving right now is my priority and I just canôt think about how to pay for 
my care right now.ò 
 

ñSurviving is my first priority.    
I just canôt think about how to 
pay for my care right now.ò 
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Sean Hennefer, Uninsured Cancer Patient 
 
After several years without insurance, Sean decided 
to do the right thing and purchase private health 
coverage.  This decision has been both a blessing 
and a cure.   The process of looking for health 
insurance led to Seanôs diagnosis of Non-Hodgkinôs 
Lymphoma.  But this diagnosis has also left Sean 
uninsurable.  He now faces a long, difficult fight for his 
life and tens-of-thousands of dollars of medical bills. 
 


