
 

 

Herbert, Dunnigan confident Utah Medicaid 
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Some fresh ideas about how to 
expand Medicaid have 
"percolated" since the legislative 
session ended, but one of the 
chief architects continued to 
speak only in broad terms 
Thursday. 

"There's a lot of nuanced ideas 
we can put together and come 
up with a good solution," House 
Majority Leader Jim Dunnigan 
said after a luncheon at the 
Capitol Rotunda. 

Dunnigan was one of five panelists invited by the Utah Breakfast Club to discuss prospects for 
expansion of the health care system for the poor. He declined to be more specific with the 27 
people attending, including five other lawmakers.  
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The Utah delegation was asking HHS for flexibility in how the state expands Medicaid, as well as 
some assurance that it can cap or otherwise control Utah's share of the costs. 

"They view things differently," Dunnigan told those attending the luncheon. "They don't worry 
about the money. They don't even think of it." 

Herbert said he believes Utah can cap its costs. "There are ways we can cap and predict the 
future cost of a Healthy Utah program or ... whatever you want to name it." 

The day the delegation was in Washington, Herbert told reporters he expected the group would 
have some options to show the public in three weeks, which would be next week. 

Dunnigan seemed less certain that will happen, noting that the Legislature's Health Reform Task 
Force will get an update when it meets in a couple weeks. No date is yet on the legislative 
calendar for that meeting. 

Robert Gehrke contributed to this report. 
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