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Who is UHPP?

The Utah Health 

Policy Project (UHPP) is 

a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 

dedicated to building lasting solutions

to the challenges of the uninsured 

and rising health 

care costs.

www.healthpolicyproject.org

www.facebook.com/utahhealthpolicyproject

@UHPP



On the agenda today

• About the Affordable Care Act (ACA)

• Utah’s Current Status

• Enrollment Assistance and References



The Affordable Care Act (ACA)

• Also called “Obamacare”

• Signed:  March 23, 2010:

• Upheld: June 28, 2012

• Enrollment: October 1, 2013

• Implementation: January 1, 2014



The three pillars of health reform

Contain

Costs

Ensure 

Quality

Expand 

Coverage



Where did the ACA come from?

• Heritage Foundation — January 19891

• Heritage included an 

individual mandate using 

private-sector insurance

• Same model used in 

Massachusetts

[1] “Heritage Rewrites History,” Wall Street Journal, February 12, 2012



Massachusetts pioneered the ACA in 2006

3.9% to 1.9%
Source: Reaching the Remaining Uninsured In Massachusetts: Challenges and Opportunities,, Blue Cross/Blue Shield Foundation, March 2013



Utah was going in the wrong direction

Uninsured Rate: Utah and U.S.



With the trend expected to continue… 

# of uninsured Utahns12011

411,926 

442,000 

2022

[1] U.S. Census Data; Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, December 2012



Who are Utah’s uninsured?

[1] U.S. Census Bureau's division of Housing and Household Economic Statistics, 2012

• 76% earn less than 200% of the federal 

poverty level ($46,000 for a family of 4) 

• 411,926 Utahns lack health insurance1

• 57% would be eligible for Medicaid 

expansion

• 56% of adults are employed



Where do they get care?

Uninsured

Emergency rooms Federally-funded clinics

Ad-hoc clinics They wait… 



The cost of the uninsured affects us all

[1] “Hidden Health Tax: Americans Pay a Premium,” Families USA, 2009.

$1,017 
The cost of covering the 

uninsured added to an 

average family’s yearly 

insurance premiums1



After the Affordable Care Act



What the ACA does for people…

Adults under age 

26 can stay on 

parents plan

Adults under age 

26 can stay on 

parents plan

Adults under age 

26 can stay on 

parents plan

Men and women pay 

the same for coverage

Insurance offers free preventative care 

like blood pressure checks, flu shots, and 

screenings

No one can be denied or 

priced out of coverage for a 

pre-existing condition

No lifetime caps on 

insurance payments



What the ACA doesn’t do…

• No coverage for undocumented immigrants

Participants must be “lawfully present in the United States” which 

includes refugees, asylees, and non-immigrant visa holders

. 

• Don’t worry about “death panels”

The Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB) will apply best 

practices to reduce Medicare spending and can’t ration care care

• Not a “government takeover” of health care 

Under the ACA, federal health care spending will increase from 

29% in 2010…. to 31% in 2020—private spending stays above 50%.



Where are Utahns going to

find insurance?

• After 2014, there will be a 

mandate to purchase 

insurance or pay a penalty

• The ACA sets up 

marketplaces—one for 

individuals, and one for 

small businesses



What is a “Marketplace”? 

• A new, transparent, and 

competitive insurance 

shopping experience 

• A place to review and buy affordable 

and qualified health plans

• Choices of plans that meet minimum 

benefits and affordability standards



How does an marketplace work?



Why call them marketplaces?

Exchange

mercado

marché

mache سوق

rynek

pazar

அ�கா�

बाजार



How will coverage be more affordable?

(in billions)

• Advancable premium subsidies will help 

cover the cost for purchasing insurance

• Subsidies will be available for people 

earning up to 400% of the federal 

poverty level ($92,200 for a family of four)

• No one will pay more than 

9.5% of their income for 

coverage.



Who is eligible for premium subsidies?

(in billions)



How do subsidies help an average Joe?

$6,000$34,000

Joe’s annual 

Income:

Premium 

cost:

$2,210

6.5% of

Joe’s income:

Premium subsidy 

Joe receives 

each year: $3,790

Joe can decide to:

1) Apply the subsidy ($315) to 

monthly insurance bills

2) Get a lump sum ($3,790)   

when he files taxes next year

Doing the math:    $6,000   minus   $2,210  =  $3,790



[1] “Help is at Hand: Health Insurance Tax Credits for Utah,” Families USA, based on analysis by the Lewin Group, April 2013

After 2014, 270,000 Utahns will be 

eligible for health insurance tax credits1



By 2019… 77% of Utahns will be covered by the 

private insurance market
[1] Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, December 2012

How will Utah look after the ACA?
1



Where is Utah today?



Utah’s 

current 

choice

Utah’s Proposal: Split Model

• Utah operates small 

business (SHOP*) 

marketplace (Avenue H)

• Federal government runs 

individual marketplace 

• Details (Medicaid screening, 

consumer assistance, 

navigators) are TBD

*SHOP = Small Business Health Options Program



When will we know the final decision?

Soon… (we hope)

…but time is running out…

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sibelius Gov. Gary Herbert



[1] www.statehealthfacts.org 3/7/13)

ACA across the nation

State Decisions1

18: State-run 

7: Partnership

26: Federal 



ACA in the West

[1] www.statehealthfacts.org 3/7/13)



Big decisions ahead…

• Will Utah meet HHS requirements for a 

partnership exchange, or revert to a 

Federally-facilitated exchange?

• How much flexibility will HHS give Utah?

• Will Utah expand Medicaid (like OH, NM, AZ, 

MT, NV, and CO)?



If Utah reverts to federal exchange…

• Feds build ACA-compliant 

individual and small business 

exchanges for Utah

• Future of Avenue H uncertain

• Utah’s homegrown advantages 

(demographics, integrated 

healthcare systems, existing 

reforms) are diminished…



Call or email UHPP to schedule a 

presentation just like this one

Want to learn more?

Jason Stevenson

Education and Communications Director

cell. 617-290-8188

work. 801-433-2299 ext. 7

stevenson@healthpolicyproject.org 



Questions?

HEALTH REFORM



We know librarians get lots of questions…



Inside the ACA’s 3-page application

1) Personal info

2) SSN

3) Employment

4) Current year income

5) Predicted income

6) Health coverage

7) Signature

www.goo.gl/D0YGm

Link:



Who are the navigators?

Navigators are…

…people trained to help 

others evaluate their 

insurance options on the 

new insurance 

marketplaces…



Enroll Utah is a state-wide collaborative effort 

to enroll people in coverage



UHPPAUCH

United 

Way/2-1-1
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How Enroll Utah will work

• “No Wrong Door” network of coverage

• 2-1-1 phone screening and referral 

• Recruitment and training of enrollment 

specialists (navigators)

• On-line training curricula

• Database design & training



Enroll Utah will match people to assistance

– Applicant A

– Applicant B

– Applicant C

– Applicant D



• Database Design & Development

– Database will be secure and cloud-based 

– Funded through $40K grant from American Express

• AUCH – Enrollment Assistance Program

– Adding 15 AmeriCorps Members

– Providing one-to-one enrollment assistance

– Serving in community-based organizations across the state

• Utah Health Policy Project - Take Care Utah

– Providing enrollment trainings to interested  partners

– Online toolkit and resources

– Provide enrollment assistance in targeted neighborhoods

– Funding from United Way of Salt Lake

How Enroll Utah is preparing for October 1st



Questions?

HEALTH REFORM



Helpful Resources



@sarahkliff

www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog

@JasonMillman

www.politico.com/healthcare

@JeffreyYoung_HC

www.huffingtonpost.com/jeffrey-young

www.goo.gl/7nbLS

www.kaiserhealthnews.org

herndonalliance.org

www.heathcare.gov



Learn more about health reform 

Health Care Reform: What It Is, Why It's 

Necessary, How It Works 
By Jonathan Gruber and Nathan Schreiber 
(Illustrator)
$13.95 (Hill and Wang)

Health Reform Hits Main Street
Produced by the Kaiser Family Foundation.

http://healthreform.kff.org/the-animation.aspx



HealthCare.gov

CuidadoDeSalud.gov



Additional Slides



Why are health costs so low in Utah?
1



Impact of the Affordable Care Act

[Chart] Washington Post  Wonkblog - http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2012/06/24/11-facts-about-the-affordable-care-act/

Implementation begins: 2014



$415 
$156 

$56 

$114 

How the ACA is funded: Cuts

Total: $741 billion

Medicare

payment rates

Medicare Advantage

(Part D)

Uncompensated care 

for hospitals (DSH)
Other

[Chart] Washington Post  Wonkblog

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2012/08/30/how-congress-paid-for-obamacare-in-two-charts//

[2013-2022]



How the ACA is funded: Revenues

$55 

$106 

$111 

$216 

$318 

$87 
Penalties (individuals)

Penalties (employers)

‘Cadillac’ 

health plans

Cost-savings

High-earners taxes

Medical devices tax

Total: $893 billion

[Chart] Washington Post  Wonkblog

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2012/08/30/how-congress-paid-for-obamacare-in-two-charts//

[2013-2022]



The ACA and the Deficit

(in billions)

[Chart] Washington Post/CBO



The ACA and Individual Penalties

(in billions)

[Chart] Kaiser Family Foundation



The ACA and Individual Penalties

(in billions)

[Chart] Kaiser Family Foundation



How do the uninsured receive care?

[1] “Utah hospitals absorb $698 million in unpaid bills,” Salt Lake Tribune, February 6, 2013

Bad debt

Charity care1

What hospitals 

end up paying



Call or email UHPP to schedule a 

presentation just like this one

Want to learn more?

Jason Stevenson

Education and Communications Director

cell. 617-290-8188

work. 801-433-2299 ext. 7

stevenson@healthpolicyproject.org 


