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The Mission of the Utah Medicaid Policy Partnership

Our mission is to help ensure that the Utah Medicaid program provides access to quality, affordable, and comprehensive health care coverage to eligible Utahns.

General Principles for the Study and Reform of Utah’s Medicaid Program

1. The financing challenges facing Utah Medicaid need to be understood in the context of rising costs in the rest of the health care system. In the private sector, for example, cost increases are nearly double the rates for Medicaid. While there is certainly room for improvement in limiting Medicaid cost growth, Medicaid remains the most cost-effective way to deliver health care to low-income individuals. 

2. A healthy population is a wise investment for Utah. Medicaid is an essential component for ensuring a healthy population. Medicaid is thus a good investment for Utah.

3. We have to focus on individuals first and their health care needs.  In Utah health policy and finance, too much of the focus has been on programs rather than individuals.  This, in turn, will help us assess the benefit of using Medicaid to cover certain health care needs that would otherwise go unmet. 

4. We should maximize savings and capture all efficiencies and then re-invest savings in Medicaid or comprehensive coverage for the uninsured to further maximize the delivery of cost-effective health care.  We need to make sure we are spending Medicaid dollars as wisely as possible. 

5. Medicaid and the rest of the health care system need to share risk as efficiently as possible and to maximize economies of scale. 

6. The process and standards by which Medicaid policies are set and decisions are made should be as transparent and readily understandable as possible.  

7. The policy development process should incorporate input from consumer, provider, and other stakeholder groups.

8. Comprehensive insurance coverage should be the goal of all state-sponsored or Medicaid-funded initiatives. 

For further information or to join the UMPP, send email to lincoln@healthpolicyproject.org Or, call (801) 433-2299. 
In signing this document I hereby attest to my support of UMPP’s principles for building a better Medicaid program in Utah.  By signing this form I am authorizing the coalition to include my organization or individual name on a public list of organizations and individuals endorsing the principles of UMPP. The list of supporters, or any portion of that list, may be used for any public purpose, including but not limited to public outreach and media. 
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