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Breakfast  and Welcome

Utah Health Pol icy Project Introduct ion

Keynote

Health Care Spending and Affordabil i ty Panel

Behavioral  Health Panel

Lunch and Conclusion

Utah Health Policy Project (UHPP)  is  a nonpart isan,
nonprof i t  organizat ion advancing sustainable health care
solut ions for underserved Utahns through better access,
educat ion,  and publ ic pol icy.  Since 2006,  UHPP has
worked hard to develop solut ions to create a health
system that provides better access to higher qual i ty
health care at  a lower cost .  UHPP pr ides i tself  on being
an open resource for the publ ic ,  community leaders,  the
media,  businesses,  health care providers and
pol icymakers .

Take Care Utah (TCU)  is  a program of UHPP that helps
Utahns access health insurance coverage and navigate
the health care system. TCU aims to reduce barr iers to
health access through hands-on appl icat ion assistance
and advocacy.  The TCU team offers direct services free
of charge to assist  with Medicaid/CHIP appl icat ions,
marketplace support ,  case advocacy,  community
educat ion,  and more.

Access a digital  version of the program by scanning the
QR code or navigating to UHPP conference website

AGENDA



UHPP 2024 ANNUAL
CONFERENCE SPONSORS



Matt Slonaker  has been the Executive Director of
UHPP since 2013.  He attended the University of
Montana,  where he pursued his passion for pol icy
and government .  Matt  also completed a law degree,
where he sol idif ied his interest in pol icy reform. After
complet ing law school ,  Matt  jo ined Governor Br ian
Schweitzer 's  budget team MT, assuming the role of
economist  and tax pol icy analyst .  Matt  relocated to
Washington,  D.C. ,  where he served as a nonprof i t
pol icy adviser and outreach coordinator for  Senate
Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus.  Matt  later
moved to New York City to work at  Care for the
Homeless.  His role involved coordinat ing a coal i t ion
of healthcare providers focused on serving the
homeless populat ion amidst s ignif icant changes to
state Medicaid pol icy.  Matt 's  commitment to
improving healthcare extended to Utah,  where he
played a pivotal  role as a founding organizer of  the
successful  Proposit ion 3 campaign to expand
Medicaid.  With his dedicated team and community
partners,  he cont inues to work t i relessly to develop
innovat ive strategies that strengthen Utah's
healthcare system. Matt  has a second job meeting
the demands of his two l i t t le gir ls  who seem to have
an endless appetite for  his attent ion.  He doesn’t
mind.

Daryl  Herrschaft  is  the Director of  Take Care Utah
and joined UHPP in 2019 to help underserved
populat ions in Utah secure health insurance
coverage.  He was previously an HIV Prevention
Counselor at  the Utah AIDS Foundation.  Daryl  is  a
nat ive of  Phi ladelphia and spent 22 years working in
for non-prof i t  organizat ions in Washington,  DC.
Including 13 years at  the Human Rights Campaign.
Pr ior  to moving to Utah,  he worked as a Disaster
Corps member for Habitat  for  Humanity aiding in
Hurr icane Sandy recovery on the Jersey Shore.  Daryl
enjoys gardening,  cooking,  bicycl ing and restor ing
old homes.

UTAH HEALTH POLICY PROJECT
AND TAKE CARE UTAH 



UTAH HEALTH POLICY PROJECT
AND TAKE CARE UTAH 

Pushyami Aj jarapu  jo ined UHPP as Oral  Health Pol icy
Fellow in May 2023.  She graduated from Grand Valley
State University in 2023 with master 's  in health and
bioinformatics and received her undergraduate degree
in Bachelor of  Dental  Surgery from Dr .  NTRUHS, India in
2019.  She worked as graduate assistant for  GVSU KCON
research grant on nursing workforce demand and
primary care provis ion during her graduate school with
focus on social  determinants of  health,  workforce
diversity and pr imary physician shortage areas.  She has
been an act ive part ic ipant with the student
organizat ions as a Peer educator in educat ing the
community on safety choices for healthy l i festyle
adaptat ions.  Pushyami has dental  background,
community engagement experiences in oral  health
awareness that helps with her work on dental  care
coverage,  and access among the underserved
communit ies .  Born and raised in India,  she enjoys
sketching,  hik ing,  and star  gazing.

Daniel  Sloan jo ined UHPP as a health pol icy analyist  in
Apri l  2022.  Daniel  graduated from BYU in 2021 with a
Master of  Publ ic Administrat ion degree,  focusing on
health pol icy and state/federal  government .  He also
received his undergraduate degree in pol i t ical  science
from the University of  Utah.  Before UHPP, Daniel
worked for Leavitt  Partners and interned with
organizat ions including the Utah Insurance Department,
where he researched and wrote a report  on insul in
affordabil i ty for  the Legislature;  the Utah Attorney
General ’s  Off ice;  and the U.S.  Supreme Court .  Daniel
was born and raised in Salt  Lake City and enjoys
reading and spending t ime outdoors .

Emily Zheutl in jo ined UHPP in August of  2022.  Emily
graduated from the University of  Michigan with a
Bachelor ’s  of  Science and a Master ’s  of  Science,
focusing on Publ ic Heatlh .  Her master ’s  thesis focused
on the environmental  impacts on women’s health .
Before UHPP Emily worked on a cl in ical  tr ial  at  the
University of  Utah.  Emily enjoys playing board games,
hik ing,  ski ing,  and pretty much anything outdoors .



KEYNOTE

Tracy Gruber was named executive
director of  the Utah Department of
Human Services in January 2021 and
became the f i rst  executive director of  the
Utah Department of  Health and Human
Services July 1 ,  2022.  Pr ior  to her
appointment by Governor Spencer J .  Cox,
she was director of  the Off ice of  Chi ld
Care at  the Utah Department of
Workforce Services (DWS) and senior
advisor for  Utah’s Intergenerat ional
Poverty In i t iat ive.

Gruber is  passionate about working with
community stakeholders,  providers and
staff  to better serve Utah individuals and
famil ies with qual i ty and eff ic iency.  Her
work includes championing programs and
pol ic ies within the Department to achieve
measurable,  preventat ive,  posit ive
outcomes that end cycles of
intergenerat ional  rel iance on government
services.

TRACY GRUBER

Prior to government service,  Gruber worked for a chi ldren’s advocacy
organizat ion;  directed Utah’s New Lawyer Training Program; served as
the director of  a publ ic sector ret i ree organizat ion;  and was a budget
analyst  in the I l l inois Senate.  In 2017,  she was named as “Government
Off ic ial  of  the Year”  by Community Act ion Partnership of  Utah.  She
served as the chair  of  the National  Associat ion of  State Chi ld Care
Administrators and represents Utah on the Educat ion Commission of the
States.

Gruber received her undergraduate degree from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison,  and her Law Degree from the Chicago-Kent School
of Law. She and her husband Andrew l ive in Salt  Lake with their  two
young adult  chi ldren,  where they can ski ,  h ike,  mountain bike and treat
every weekend l ike a vacat ion!



Matt Gephardt -  Moderator  is  an accomplished
invest igat ive journal ist  known for his dedicat ion to
consumer advocacy and uncovering stor ies that
matter to the community .  With a career rooted in
journal ism, Matt  has become a trusted voice in the
f ield,  providing viewers with insightful  report ing and
in-depth analysis .  His Get Gephardt invest igat ions on
KSL-TV have  frequently focused on medical  bi l l ing
issues.

HEALTH CARE SPENDING AND
AFFORDABILITY PANEL

Jennifer Strohecker ,  PharmD, has served as the
Director of  the Divis ion of  Integrated Healthcare and
State Medicaid Director s ince 2022.   She has worked
for the Medicaid agency s ince 2018,  and has served
in several  posit ions including the State Pharmacy
Director .   In the last  year ,  she has overseen a
complete system implementat ion of  a modernized
Medicaid claims bi l l ing system, navigated Medicaid
unwinding act iv i t ies for  Utahns enrolled in Medicaid,
and implemented the f i rst  value based performance
program with the ACO's .  Jennifer is  passionate about
improving healthcare del ivery and the qual i ty of  care
for Medicaid members.  

Alicia Camaliche  is  a Pol icy Analyst  at  Famil ies USA,
a nat ional  health care consumer advocacy nonprof i t ,
dedicated to the achievement of  high-qual i ty ,
affordable health care and improved health for  al l .
Pr ior  to jo ining Famil ies USA, Al ic ia worked as a
pol icy analyst  at  American Chi ldren’s Campaign
where she worked to improve chi ld welfare and chi ld
health in Flor ida.  Now, in her role at  Famil ies USA,
Al ic ia leads in i t iat ives in hospital  pr ic ing,  payment
reform, and health equity,  including leading a table
of consumer advocates working towards true health
care payment and del ivery reform and support ing the
implementat ion of  the new Cal i fornia Off ice of  Health
Care Affordabil i ty .  Al ic ia has a Master ’s  in Social
Work from Fordham University and has experience
working in cl in ical  and non-prof i t  sett ings providing
resources to low-income chi ldren and young adults .  



HEALTH CARE SPENDING AND
AFFORDABILITY PANEL

John Poelman  is  the Director of  Innovat ion at  the
One Utah Health Collaborat ive.  John oversees the
Collaborat ive's statewide efforts to ident i fy ,
promote,  and scale health innovat ions that lower
healthcare costs and improve outcomes.  Pr ior  to
joining the Collaborat ive,  John was a Managing
Principal  at  Leavitt  Partners where he helped cl ients
understand and transit ion to alternat ive payment and
care del ivery models .  In this role he also served as
the executive director of  the Accountable Care
Learning Collaborat ive,  an organizat ion housed at
Western Governors University ,  with a mission to
accelerate the accountable care movement and
provide more than 100 organizat ional  members with
act ionable intel l igence on value-based del ivery
system reform. Pr ior  to jo ining Leavitt  Partners,  John
served as a health pol icy analyst  and special
assistant to the Value-Driven Health Care Init iat ive at
the U.S.  Department of  Health and Human Services.
John earned his bachelor ’s  degree from the
University of  Utah and a master ’s  degree in publ ic
health with an emphasis in health pol icy from George
Washington University .

R. Chet Loftis  is  the Managing Director of  PEHP, an
independent state ent i ty that operates as a health
plan for publ ic employers in Utah,  including the
state.  Previously,  Chet served as an attorney for the
Utah Legislature,  Utah Supreme Court ,  and Utah
Attorney General ’s  Off ice,  and as Vice President of
Government Relat ions and General  Counsel for  the
Utah Medical  Associat ion,  Director of  Publ ic Pol icy
for Regence BlueCross BlueShield,  and shareholder
with the Salt  Lake City law f i rm of Kirton McConkie.
Chet serves in the board leadership of  community
healthcare organizat ions and teaches graduate
management courses in Executive Decis ion Making,
Health Law, and Health Payment Pol icy at  Weber
State and BYU.  Chet earned his BA,  MPA, and JD,
with honors,  from BYU.



Patrick J .  Fleming -  Moderator  has worked in human
services for over 35 years in a var iety of  capacit ies
including program management,  direct services,
business management,  and pol icy development.   He
has worked at  the federal  level ,  state level ,  the
county level ,  and for pr ivate non prof i t  agencies
including the Center for  Family Development here in
Salt  Lake City and a rural  Head Start  Program in
Michigan.  For the past 25 years,  Fleming has worked
almost exclusively in the f ield of  behavioral  health
disorders treatment and prevention.   He served as the
director of  the Salt  Lake County Divis ion of  Behavioral
Health Services unt i l  h is  ret i rement in January,  2015.
Fleming has also served in several  professional
organizat ions at  the nat ional  level  most recently as
the President of  the National  Associat ion of  County
Behavioral  Health and Disabi l i ty Directors which is  the
behavioral  health aff i l iate of  NACo.   He currently
serves as the board chair  of  the Utah Health Pol icy
Project  and as chair  of  the Utah Substance Use and
Mental  Health Services Advisory Counci l

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PANEL

Greg Bell  is  President and CEO of the Utah Hospital
Associat ion.  He was formerly Utah’s Lt .  Governor and
served two terms in the Utah State Senate as well  as
Mayor of  Farmington,  UT.  As Lt .  Governor and
Senator ,  Bell  was deeply involved in Utah healthcare
pol icy.  The Utah Department of  Health appointed Bell
as Chairman of Utah Leaders for  Health in 2015.  Utah
Leaders for  Health is  the or iginal  sponsoring group of
stakeholders which created Get Healthy Utah.  A Utah
nat ive,  Bell  was educated at  Weber State University
and the S.J .  Quinney College of Law (University of
Utah) .  He pract iced law for 30 years .  Mr .  Bell  was
Chair  of  Envis ion Utah,  an internat ionally acclaimed
community planning organizat ion.  He was president of
the Farmington Bay Distr ict  of  the BSA and was
awarded the Si lver Beaver .  Mr .  Bell  and his wife,
JoLynn,  currently reside in Fruit  Heights,  Utah.  They
are the parents of  s ix  chi ldren and have 24
grandchildren.



BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PANEL

Laura Summers  serves as the director of  industry
research at  the Kem C.  Gardner Pol icy Inst i tute.  She
has expert ise in economics,  publ ic pol icy,  and health
care research.  Her professional  experience includes
research for the publ ic ,  pr ivate,  and nonprof i t  sectors .
In health care,  Summers’  research focus is  state-level
health reform, with a part icular  focus in Medicaid,
publ ic health,  as well  as health care data,  pol ic ies,
and impacts to the Utah health care sector .  Pr ior  to
joining the Inst i tute,  Summers was the senior director
of state intel l igence at  Leavitt  Partners,  where she
prepared detai led studies of  state-by-state
comparat ive data and analyzed nat ional  and state
health care programs, pol ic ies,  and trends.  In addit ion
to providing research and consult ing services to
payers,  providers,  and other health care companies,
Summers led health care reform init iat ives in states
such as AR,  CO, ID,  MS, NM, OK, PA,  TX,  UT,  and WA.
Summers previously served as the research director
of the Utah Foundation – a nonprof i t  research f i rm
that publ ishes reports on issues affect ing government
pol ic ies .  Summers received her Master of  Publ ic
Pol icy with an emphasis in publ ic economics from
Brigham Young University and her bachelor ’s  degree
in economics from Westminster College.

Evan Done  is  a person in long-term recovery from
both a substance use and co-occurr ing mood
disorder .  He currently serves as the Associate
Director at  the Utah Support  Advocates for Recovery
Awareness (USARA) and is  on the Board of Directors
for the nat ional  advocacy organizat ion Faces & Voices
of Recovery.  With extensive experience in the non-
prof i t  sector and over twenty years of  experience in
social  just ice advocacy,  he is  dedicated to creat ing a
more equitable and sustainable world.



BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PANEL

Tammer Attallah  MBA, LCSW serves as the Executive
Cl inical  Director for  Intermountain Healthcare’s
Behavioral  Health Cl in ical  Program. Pr ior  to this role,
he served as the Administrat ive Director of  Behavioral
Health Services at  Intermountain ’s  Pr imary Chi ldren’s
Hospital .  Intermountain Healthcare is  a Utah-based,
not-for-prof i t  system of 33 hospitals ( includes
"virtual"  hospital ) ,  a  Medical  Group with more than
3,800 physicians and advanced pract ice cl in ic ians at
about 385 cl in ics,  and a health plans div is ion cal led
SelectHealth.  Helping people l ive the healthiest  l ives
possible,  Intermountain is  widely recognized as a
leader in cl in ical  qual i ty improvement and eff ic ient
healthcare del ivery.Tammer currently chairs the
University of  Utah’s College of Social  Work
Community Advisory Board,  and co-chairs the Salt
Lake Coal i t ion to End Homelessness Coordinat ing
Counci l  Health and Wellness Core Funct ion Group.  He
sits on the Executive Steer ing Committee for the Utah
Master Plan.  Also,  Tammer has experience on
community and state boards including the Salt  Lake
County Counci l  on Diversity Affairs ,  the Divis ion of
Occupation and Professional  Social  Work Licensing
Board,  Nat ional  Associat ion of  Social  Workers (NASW)
Utah Chapter Board,  and the Impact Cl in ic Board (a
nonprof i t  f ree mental  health cl in ic treat ing low-
income and the uninsured in Utah) .  Tammer has over
25 years of  experience in mental  health and
substance use disorder services across the l i fespan.
Over the course of his leadership career,  Tammer has
emphasized the value of del iver ing evidence-based
behavioral  health care.  From this cornerstone,  a clear
vis ion and collaborat ion create innovat ions that
ult imately overcome barr iers to care.  He holds a
master ’s  in social  work and business administrat ion
from the University of  Utah.  Tammer enjoys spending
t ime with his family .  He also appreciates his t ime in
the outdoors cycl ing and ski ing.
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