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8:00 am

8:30 am

9:00 am

10:00 am

11:00 am

11:45 am

12:15 pm

Check- in  and Breakfast

Welcome

Keynote:  Edwin Park,  Georgetown Univers i ty  Professor

Oral  Health  Panel

Underserved Utahns Panel

Lunch

Legis lat ive  Panel

Utah Health Pol icy  Project  (UHPP)  i s  a  nonpart isan,
nonprof i t  organizat ion advancing susta inable  health
care solut ions  for  underserved Utahns through better
access ,  educat ion,  and publ ic  pol icy .  S ince 2006,  UHPP
has worked hard to  develop solut ions  to  create a  health
system that  provides  better  access  to  h igher  qual i ty
health  care at  a  lower  cost .  UHPP pr ides  i tse l f  on being
an open resource for  the publ ic ,  community  leaders ,  the
media,  bus inesses,  health  care providers ,  and
pol icymakers .

Take Care Utah (TCU)  i s  a  program of  UHPP that  helps
Utahns access  health  insurance coverage and navigate
the health  care system.  TCU a ims to  reduce barr iers  to
health  access  through hands-on appl icat ion ass istance
and advocacy.  The TCU team offers  d irect  serv ices  f ree
of  charge to  ass ist  with  Medicaid/CHIP appl icat ions,
Marketplace support ,  case advocacy,  community
educat ion,  and more.

AGENDA



2026 HEALTH CARE SOLUTIONS
POLICY CONFERENCE SPONSORS



UTAH HEALTH POLICY PROJECT AND
TAKE CARE UTAH

Matt  S lonaker  has  been the Execut ive Director  of  UHPP
since 2013.  He attended the Univers i ty  of  Montana,
where he pursued his  pass ion for  pol icy  and
government.  Matt  a lso  completed a  law degree,  where
he sol id i f ied h is  interest  in  pol icy  reform.  After
complet ing law school ,  Matt  jo ined Governor  Br ian
Schweitzer 's  budget  team MT,  assuming the role  of
economist  and tax  pol icy  analyst .  Matt  re located to
Washington,  D.C. ,  where he served as  a  nonprof i t
pol icy  adviser  and outreach coordinator  for  Senate
Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus.  Matt  later
moved to  New York  C i ty  to  work at  Care for  the
Homeless .  His  ro le  involved coordinat ing a  coal i t ion of
healthcare providers  focused on serv ing the homeless
populat ion amidst  s igni f icant  changes to  state  Medicaid
pol icy .  Matt 's  commitment  to  improving healthcare
extended to  Utah,  where he p layed a  p ivotal  ro le  as  a
founding organizer  of  the successful  Proposit ion 3
campaign to  expand Medicaid.  With h is  dedicated team
and community  partners ,  he cont inues  to  work
t i re less ly  to  develop innovat ive strategies  that
strengthen Utah's  healthcare system.  Matt  has  a  second
job meet ing the demands of  h is  two l i t t le  g i r ls  who
seem to have an endless  appet i te  for  h is  attent ion.  He
doesn’t  mind.

Daryl  Herrschaft  i s  the Director  of  Take Care Utah and
joined UHPP in  2019 to  help  underserved populat ions  in
Utah secure health  insurance coverage.  He was
previous ly  an HIV Prevent ion Counselor  at  the Utah
AIDS Foundat ion.  Dary l  i s  a  nat ive  of  Phi ladelphia  and
spent  22 years  working in  for  non-prof i t  organizat ions
in  Washington,  DC.  Inc luding 13 years  at  the Human
Rights  Campaign.  Pr ior  to  moving to  Utah,  he worked as
a Disaster  Corps  member for  Habitat  for  Humanity
aid ing in  Hurr icane Sandy recovery  on the Jersey Shore.
Dary l  enjoys  gardening,  cooking,  b icyc l ing  and restor ing
old homes.



KEYNOTE

Edwin Park |  Research Professor  at  the Georgetown Univers ity
McCourt  School  of  Publ ic  Pol icy’s  Center  for  Chi ldren and

Famil ies

Edwin Park  is  a  Research Professor  at  Georgetown Univers i ty ’s
McCourt  School  of  Publ ic  Pol icy  and a  nat ional ly  recognized
expert  on Medicaid,  CHIP,  and the Affordable  Care Act .  His  work
focuses  on health  coverage,  Medicaid  and CHIP f inancing,  tax
pol icy ,  drug pr ic ing,  and pr ivate  insurance markets .
 
Previous ly ,  he spent  17 years  at  the Center  on Budget  and Pol icy
Pr ior i t ies ,  most  recent ly  as  Vice  Pres ident  for  Health  Pol icy .  He
has  a lso served as  a  health  pol icy  advisor  at  the White  House
dur ing the Cl inton Administrat ion and as  profess ional  staf f  on the
U.S.  Senate F inance Committee.  He recent ly  served on the Biden-
Harr is  Pres ident ia l  Trans i t ion Agency Review Team for  the U.S.
Department  of  Health  and Human Serv ices .  He holds  a  J .D. ,  magna
cum laude,  f rom Harvard Law School  and an A.B. ,  summa cum
laude,  f rom Pr inceton Univers i ty .  



ORAL HEALTH PANEL

Moderator

Stacey Swi l l ing,  DDS |  State Dental  Director

Dr.  Stacey Swi l l ing  serves  as  the State  Dental  Director  and leads  the
Oral  Health  Program at  Utah Department  of  Health  and Human
Services.  Fol lowing complet ion of  her  BS degree with an emphasis  in
Biology and Chemistry ,  she completed her  dental  studies  at  the
Univers i ty  of  Tennessee Col lege of  Dent istry .  Dr .  Swi l l ing  came to
DHHS with a  var iety  of  exper iences  in  over  twenty  years  in  the dental
field.  She has  pract iced c l in ica l  dent istry  in  both pr ivate  and publ ic
health  sett ings ,  has  pursued leadership  opportunit ies  in  organized
dent istry  and through intens ive cont inuing educat ion courses,  and
she holds  an adjunct  faculty  appointment  at  the Univers i ty  of  Utah
School  of  Dent istry .  Dr .  Swi l l ing  is  an advocate for  access  to  ora l
health  care in  the State  of  Utah.

Oral  health  is  a  v i ta l  but  often over looked part  of  our
healthcare system.  Many Utahns face d i f f icult ies  access ing
qual i ty  ora l  health  coverage,  and there have been s igni f icant
changes in  ora l  health  pol icy  over  the last  few years .  Our  panel
of  ora l  health  experts  wi l l  share their  v iews on the oral  health
landscape in  Utah and ways  to  improve access  to  care.  



ORAL HEALTH PANEL
James Bekker,  DMD | Associate Dean,  Univers ity  of

Utah School  of  Dentistry

Dr.  James Bekker  i s  a  pediatr ic  dent ist  with  extens ive
exper ience in  both urban and rura l  pr ivate  pract ice.
He has  held  key leadership  ro les ,  inc luding C l in ica l
and Medical  Director  of  the Pediatr ic  Dental
Graduate program at  Pr imary Chi ldren’s  Hospita l  and
Associate  Dean of  C l in ica l  Affa irs  at  the Univers i ty  of
Utah School  of  Dent istry  (UUSOD).  Current ly ,  as
Associate  Dean for  Profess ional ,  Community ,  and
Strategic  Relat ions,  he oversees  the UUSOD
Associated Provider  network for  Medicaid,
advocat ing for  innovat ive Medicaid  programs at  both
state  and nat ional  levels .  He has  a lso  p layed a
s igni f icant  ro le  in  organiz ing dental  hygiene
col laborat ions  and leading c l in ica l  t r ia ls  focused on
pediatr ic  dent istry .

David McMil lan,  DDS |  Associate Professor  -  Publ ic
Health and Community  Outreach,  Roseman

Univers ity  of  Health Sc iences

Dr.  McMil lan earned his  DDS from the Univers i ty  of
the Paci f ic  School  of  Dent istry  in  2004 and began his
career  pract ic ing with  h is  father  in  Layton,  Utah.  He
joined Roseman Univers i ty  Col lege of  Dental
Medic ine in  2014 as  an adjunct  professor  and
trans it ioned to  a  fu l l - t ime academic  ro le  in  2016.  Dr .
McMil lan has  served as  Pres ident  of  the Utah
Academy of  General  Dent istry  and current ly  serves
as  i ts  secretary,  and he is  a  co-advisor  for  the
Roseman Student  AGD.  His  scholar ly  work inc ludes
s ix  peer-reviewed publ icat ions  focused on dental
educat ion,  the z i rconia  wing br idge,  and care for
underserved populat ions.  At  Roseman,  he oversees
publ ic  health,  community  outreach,  and
interprofess ional  educat ion.  He l ives  in  Herr iman,
Utah,  with  h is  wife  and three daughters .



ORAL HEALTH PANEL

Danyel le  Evans,  RDH |  Mobi le  Dental  Hygiene of  St .
George

Danyel le  Evans  is  a  pass ionate advocate for  ora l
health  and a  seasoned profess ional  with  over  25
years  in  dent istry .  S ince becoming a  Registered
Dental  Hygienist  in  2005,  and earning her  Bachelor 's
degree in  Bus iness  Administrat ion & Healthcare
Management in  2023,  she has  dedicated her  career
to expanding access  to  care,  part icular ly  for
vulnerable  populat ions.  

As  the Legis lat ive  Chair  for  the Utah Dental
Hygienists '  Associat ion (UDHA),  Danyel le  has  been
instrumental  in  advancing the profess ion.  Her
proudest  accompl ishments  inc lude leading the
successful  passage of  d irect  access  leg is lat ion and
secur ing Medicaid  re imbursement  for  dental  hygiene
serv ices  in  publ ic  health  sett ings  in  Utah.  These
landmark achievements  ensure that  vulnerable
indiv iduals  can d irect ly  access  essent ia l  prevent ive
and therapeut ic  care.

Further  demonstrat ing her  commitment  to  systemic
change,  Danyel le  serves  nat ional ly  as  a  State
Representat ive  for  the Oral  Health  Progress  and
Equity  Network (OPEN).  Local ly ,  she act ive ly
contr ibutes  to  her  community  through her
involvement  with  Red Rock Center  for  Independence,
The Wel l  Pregnancy Resource Center ,  and Root  for
Kids  as  wel l  as  mainta in ing one day a  week in  pr ivate
pract ice  and operat ing Mobi le  Dental  Hygiene of  St .
George.



UNDERSERVED UTAHNS PANEL

As we begin  2026,  there are  s igni f icant  chal lenges  fac ing
underserved communit ies .  There have been major  pol icy
changes for  Utahns who deal  with  substance use d isorder ,
homelessness ,  and the cr iminal  just ice  system.  Changes in
federal  Medicaid  pol icy  wi l l  make access  to  care more di f f icult
for  many Utahns.  Our  panel  of  experts  wi l l  d iscuss  ways  to  move
forward and ensure that  a l l  Utahns have access  to  qual i ty ,
af fordable  health  care.  

Moderator

Evan Done |  Advocacy & Publ ic  Pol icy  Director ,  Utah Support
Advocates  for  Recovery Awareness  (USARA)

Evan Done is  a  person in  long-term recovery  f rom both a  substance
use and co-occurr ing mood disorder .  He current ly  serves  as  the
Advocacy & Publ ic  Pol icy  Director  at  the Utah Support  Advocates  for
Recovery  Awareness  (USARA),  which he in i t ia l ly  jo ined as  a  volunteer
in  2015.  Evan is  on the Execut ive Committee of  the Board of  Directors
for  the nat ional  advocacy organizat ion Faces  & Voices  of  Recovery,
and in  2024 he was appointed by Governor  Spencer  Cox to  serve as
the representat ive  of  a  person with l ived exper ience of  substance use
disorder  to  serve on Utah's  newly  formed Behaviora l  Health
Commiss ion.  With extens ive exper ience in  the non-prof i t  sector  and
over  twenty  years  of  exper ience in  soc ia l  just ice  advocacy,  he is
dedicated to  creat ing a  more equitable,  just ,  and susta inable  wor ld.



UNDERSERVED UTAHNS PANEL
Rebecca Brown |  Deputy Execut ive Director  of  the

Utah Department of  Correct ions

Rebecca Brown became Deputy  Execut ive Director  of
the Utah Department  of  Correct ions  in  August  2023.
With a lmost  25 years  in  community-based and non-
prof i t  sett ings ,  Rebecca has  been key in  rec id iv ism
reduct ion,  reentry  p lanning,  and publ ic  safety.  Her
work at  the Salt  Lake County  Ja i l  and community
treatment  programs has  informed innovat ive
rehabi l i tat ion and re integrat ion approaches.  As  an
execut ive leader,  Rebecca focuses  on improving
health  and l i fe  outcomes for  just ice- involved
indiv iduals  whi le  balancing stakeholder  exper ience,
rehabi l i tat ion,  and publ ic  safety.  She is  dedicated to
systemic  reform,  interagency col laborat ion,  and
evidence-based pract ices  for  indiv idual  and publ ic
wel l -being.

Jul ie  Ewing |  State Medicaid Director

Ju l ie  Ewing  was  announced by Governor  Spencer  Cox
as  the new director  of  Utah Medica id  at  the
Department  of  Health  and Human Serv ices  in
November  2025.  At  the t ime of  her  appointment,  she
was the d irector  of  compl iance for  the Univers i ty  of
Utah Health  P lans ,  where she was respons ib le  for
ensur ing compl iance with  state  and federa l  law and
overseeing the Specia l  Invest igat ions  Unit
monitor ing  for  f raud,  waste,  and abuse.  

Before her  t ime at  the Univers i ty  of  Utah Health
Plans,  Ewing spent  s ix  years  at  Utah Medica id,
culminat ing in  her  ro le  as  the d irector  of  the Bureau
of  Managed Health  Care,  where she helped
implement  the Medica id  Accountable  Care
Organizat ion model  and oversaw the managed care
plans  for  Medica id  and CHIP.  Ewing is  a  l i censed
attorney in  the state  of  Utah,  hav ing worked as  an
Ass istant  Attorney General  for  10 years  and
represent ing var ious  state  agencies .  She graduated
from the Univers i ty  of  Utah’s  S . J .  Quinney Col lege of
Law.



UNDERSERVED UTAHNS PANEL

Adam Cohen |  President  & CEO,  Odyssey House

Adam Cohen is  the CEO of  Odyssey House,  a  non-
prof i t  behaviora l  health  organizat ion serv ing
indiv iduals  and fami l ies  af fected by substance use
and mental  health  d isorders  through a  fu l l
cont inuum of  behaviora l  health  care and pr imary
care serv ices .  Mr.  Cohen earned a  bachelor  degree
in  economics  and a  master  degree in  bus iness
administrat ion.  He has  worked in  behaviora l  health
s ince 2000 and has  been Pres ident  and CEO of
Odyssey House s ince 2009.

Mr.  Cohen is  a  Commiss ioner  on the Utah Behaviora l
Health  Commiss ion,  Secretary  of  Treatment
Communit ies  of  America,  Immediate Past  Pres ident
of  Utah Associat ion of  Behaviora l  Health
Organizat ions,  and the Vice  Chair  of  the Salt  Lake
County  Alcohol  and Drug Coordinat ing Counci l .

Previous ly ,  Mr.  Cohen was the Chair  of  the Utah
Board of  Juveni le  Just ice,  Pres ident  of  Utah Support
Advocates  for  Recovery  Awareness  (USARA),
member of  the Utah Department  of  Health  Medicaid
Advisory  Committee,  a  member of  the Utah
Commiss ion on Cr iminal  and Juveni le  Just ice,  and
served as  a  member for  the Coal i t ion for  Juveni le
Just ice.



LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Moderator

The 2026 Legis lat ive  Sess ion begins  next  week with
important  health  pol icy  i ssues  to  be d iscussed.  Our  panel  of
leg is lators  wi l l  share their  thoughts  on the pol icy  landscape
and potent ia l  leg is lat ion to  be considered in  the upcoming
legis lat ive  sess ion.  This  wi l l  be an important  opportunity  to
l isten to  and ask  quest ions  of  Utah’s  health  pol icy  leaders  in
the Utah Legis lature.  

Steve El iason |  Representat ive -  Utah Distr ict  43

Representat ive  Steve E l iason has  served in  the Utah House of
Representat ives  s ince 2011.  He represents  House Distr ict  43.  Steve
res ides  in  Sandy City  with  h is  wife  and is  the father  of  s ix  chi ldren.
He has  served as  the Chair  of  the House Revenue and Taxat ion
Committee and is  current ly  the House Chair  of  the Publ ic  Educat ion
Appropr iat ions  Committee.  He serves  on the House Health  & Human
Services  Committee and Co-Chaired the Governor’s  Youth Suic ide
Prevent ion Taskforce with the current  Governor  of  Utah,  Spencer
Cox.

Rep.  E l iason has  passed over  100 bi l l s  dur ing h is  tenure in  the
Legis lature on topics  ranging from elect ion reform,  publ ic  safety ,
educat ion,  publ ic  health,  tax  reform and has  passed over  50 b i l l s
re lat ing to  suic ide prevent ion and improving the l ives  of  people  with
a mental  i l lness .



LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Raymond Ward |  Representat ive -  Utah Distr ict  19

Representat ive  Ray Ward M.D.-PhD.  has  served in  the
Utah House of  Representat ives  s ince 2015
represent ing Bount i fu l .  He serves  as  the House Chair
of  the Socia l  Serv ices  Appropr iat ions  Committee.  He
focuses  h is  leg is lat ive  ef forts  on medical  i ssues  to
make sure that  the State  Medicaid  program runs  wel l ,
and to  lower  the cost  of  housing.  He is  a  fami ly
phys ic ian in  pr ivate  pract ice  at  Cope Fami ly
Medic ine/Ogden Cl in ic  and enjoys  working with
Medicare and Medicaid  pat ients .  He a lso treats
pat ients  who have di f f icu lt ies  with  substance abuse.
He and his  wife  Bever ly  l ike  math and pick lebal l  and
plug- in  solar  panels  and hanging out  with  their  4  year
old  grand-daughter .

J im Dunnigan |  Representat ive -  Utah Distr ict  36

Representat ive Dunnigan has  served in  the Utah State
Legis lature s ince 2003.  He current ly  serves  on the
Cr iminal  Just ice  Appropr iat ions  Subcommittee and
the House Business  and Labor  Committee.  He has
previous ly  served on the Taylorsv i l le  C i ty  Counci l .
Rep.  Dunnigan has  a  degree in  Bus iness  Management
from the Univers i ty  of  Utah and works  as  an
insurance agency owner.

Verona Mauga |  Representat ive -  Utah Distr ict  31

Verona Mauga serves  in  the Utah House of
Representat ives  for  Distr ict  31 in  West  Val ley  C i ty  and
Taylorsv i l le .  She previous ly  worked as  a  provider  in
res ident ia l  mental  and behaviora l  health  care,
support ing women navigat ing substance use,
addict ion,  mental  health  chal lenges,  and indiv iduals
with d isabi l i t ies .  A  smal l  bus iness  owner  and act ive
community  leader,  she br ings  f i rsthand exper ience
with how healthcare systems,  Medicaid,  and soc ia l
serv ices  intersect  in  people’s  dai ly  l ives .
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